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Before entering upon the subject of this paper it is desirable to refer to the claims that have
been advanced for the existence of Masonry duringrgrech regime.

The head of the Jesuit Order in Montreal, Mons. Montgolfier, wrote to the Bishop of Quebec
in 1771, concerning the conduct of Pierre Gamelin, a member of StsRetdge, Montreal.
Gamelin was one d@he Churchwardes of Notre Dame l@&rch, and duringis wardenship

he had participated in a public Masonic ceremony for which éthdéen put upon the carpet
by his Roman Catholic pastor. In this letter Mons. Montgolfier writes that theeeMasons
under the French regime, but that they wevein number. This seems to have been the
basis for the more elaborate statement published in 1855 by Father Edouard Hiader

the pseudonym of JearnEdbree, that a Lodge was established at Quebec in 1755. Hamon
wrote at a time when Quebec was torn by a politico-sledical controversy arising out of
the proposed dismeerment of the Roam Catholic Diocge of Three River and his
statement concerning Freemasonry weadently introduced with the motive of discrediting
one of the parteto it.

Profane and Masiic investigatas have failed to brg to light anyevidence to suppiothese
statements.

It is well known, however, that Marquis Duquesne, Governor of Montreal from 1752 to 1755,
and Baron Dieskau, the commander of the troops in New France in 1755, veeresa

they are both registered as members of tagk meeting at the Horn Tavern, Westminster,
England, under a Warrant from the Grand Lodgengfi&d.

At the time of the operations before Quebec, there were two Goalyges in England the
oldest, formed in 1717 and usually referred to asMwmderns because it was alleged that

its adherents had introduced innovations into the Craft, and the Grand Lodge oflEngla
according to the old Institutionsfounded in 1751, the members of which, although younger,
were called theAncients.

Captain John Knox, wrote in his Journal of the Campaign in North America (Vol Il, p.313),
under the date @ember 27th, 175%hat the anniversargf St. Johrs Day was dy
observed by the several lodges of Rrasons in this Garrison.



Until comparatively recently, this cel@bion was believed to have been the first joint

meeting of the Craft in Quebec. But in 1920, there came into the possession of the Grand
Lodge of Quebec, a small book in which James Thompson, a Sergeant in the 78th Regiment
(Frasers Highlandershad kept a recdrof the earlyneetings of the @ft in Quebec,sawell

as copies of letters written and received by him duringebesyhe was Grand Secretary of

the Provincial Grand Lodge.

From this record it is now established that the first joint meeting of the lodges in the garrison
was held on November 28th, 1759, whigtas as soon as Convenient after the Surrender of
this place to His Britannic Majesg/Arms.

It should be borne in mind that although the Battle which decided the fate of tlué City
Quebec was fought on September 13th, 1759, it was until the 29th of September that the
British troops marchedinto the City.

It seems to be popular belkef that with the captulation of the City of Quebec, the aapaign

for all practical purposes was at an end. But had a French fleeregpethe St. Lawrence
before a British one in the Spring of 1760, there was more than a prolabiliQuebec

would have been recaptured. Nor was therecanginty that General Murraypon whom
command had dewad, would be ablt® retain possessidor he was left ith only six

thousand men to hold a fortress that was in wretched condition though he wrote to the Hon.
George Murray that thayere six thousand as brave troops as ever exist&dirrounding

him were ten thousa of the enemynder De Leig and Bougainile, able and engetic
commanders, who, in the absence of the British Fleet which had returned to England, now
also held command of the River.

Five hundred houses had been destroyed during tleerttmeths bombardment, there was
little food and no fuel, and as if this were not enouglie excessive coldness of the climate
as Murray wrote to Mr. Pittand constant living upon salt provisions, without any
vegetables, introduced scurvy among the troops, whétting the better of every precaution
of the officer, and every remedy the surgeon, became as universal as it was inveterate.
How serious was this condition may be gathered from a muster rols#rErHighlanders
taken earlyn 1760. Out of a tokatrength of 894580 were in Hospita

Such were the calitions under whit Freemasonnyas first introdued into Quebecnal it
is surprising inded that the Bretken were ableotmeet at all.

In a letter to the Grand Secretafithe Grand Lodge of England, dated ey 9th, 1769
John Gawler recounts the story of this first joint meeting and states that eight or nine
Regimental Lodges were represented. Hm@nehe actual Minute records only six Lodges
as participatingn the proceedirgy

They were the Lodgeheld in the 15th, 47th and 48th Regiments of Foot held in virtue of
Warrants Nos. 245, 192 and 218 from the Grand Lodgelahd; a Lodge in the 43rd
Regiment held inivtue of a Disperation grantedyLodge No. 135 I.C. éld in the 17th



Regiment; a Lodge in the Royal Regnt of Artillery held in virtue of a Dispensation

granted by Lodg8lo. 195 I.C. held in the 42nd Regiment, and the sixth in the 28th Regiment
holding a Warrant -- Louisburg No. 1 -- from the Provincial Gramdge of Boston which,

in turn, derived its authority from the Grand Loddd=ngland (Moderns).

In addition to the Regiments mentioned, the 35th, the 58th, the second and third Battalions of
the 60th, the 78th (FrassrHighlanders) and the Louisburg Grenadiers composed of
detachments of the 1st, 17th, 22nd, 40th and 56th Regiments also participated in the
operations before Quebec. No Lodges apfmehave been held in the 35th, 58th, 60th and

78th Regiments at this period. There were Lodges in the 1st, 17th and 22nd Regiments, and
members of these Lodges were doubtless serving with the detdastHorening the

Louisburg Grenadiers, but it is assumed that the Lodgesmed with the main bodies of the
Regiments. Therwas also amish Lodge irthe 28th Regiment No. 35, warnated in

1734. Gould writes that this Warrant presumably lapsed on the granting of the Boston
Warrant but Bro. J.H. Lepper says that is continued in existence until 1801.

The Minute records that --

It was considered and agreed upon, as there seemany Lodges in this Garrison, that one
of the Brethren present of the greatest skill and merit should take upon him the Name of
Grand Master &m the authoritpf the above ddges until suchrie as a favouréd
opportunity should offer for obtaining a proper sanction from the Right Worshipful and Right
Honourable the Grand Master of England, and in consequence thereoy@andrFaithful
Brother Mr. John Price Guinnett, Lieutenant in His Majesti/th Regiment, was
unanimously, and to the great satisfaction of the whole Fratessgmbled Proclaimed
Grand Master for the ensuing year.

Gawlers account of this meeting provides us with a little more information than in the actual
Minute. It reads:--

In the winter of the year 1759, when Conques had addedthat Capital to His Maesty s
Dominions, the Maste and Wardens oflahe Warranted adges held in thRegiments
garrisoned the (to the No. of ®r 9) assembledgether and Umamously Ageed to
Choosean Acting Grand Magter to presde over them, the better to Advance Masanry,
Regulate their Proceedings, and Unite them in a Common Bond of Brdthedy
Agreeable theeto they mde choice of Bither Guinnett, ieutenant in the 4@ Regiment,
and drew out Siged and Sealed a \Want Impoweng him and his swessors Ellecteto
Congregate them together as a Graodge for the Intent afore mentioned tiaying the
Constitutions as thethiefest Guide. Tt Regulation togther with the Chri#able
Collections made and given to the poor Widows and Orphans of the Army and the distressed
Canadians, brought the Craft into such universal esteem, that numbers applied to the different
Lodges and was made Masons in as much as to make them so numerous To obligelthe Gra
Master to grant Warrants from under his present Authority until opportumgtyt offer for
them to apply for a Greater.



Very little is known about therBt Provincial Gnad Master. He wsagazetted aieutenant in

the 47th Regiment with seniority from April 2nd, 1759. He was wounded at the Battle of the
Plains of Abraham and returned to England in 1760. He is shown as a membereoNbodg
192 I.C. held in the 47th Regiment in a list compiled by Bro. E.E. West, but he does not
appear as such in the Registers of the Grand Lodgelarfid.

| have often wondered why this unknowieltenant should have been selected. The more
important military and Masonic figures maykdelt that they could not undertake the
responsibility of office while the campaign was still in progress. ColonséFveho held the
office of Provincial Grand Master of Quebec in the followiegrywas, | believe, not
available as he had been severely wounded in the thigivadonry does not grant
preferment beauise of rank orffuence it must bassumed that John RriGuinnett was, in
fact, possessef the greatasskill and merit among those psent, and it seemsqgbable
that he possessed the additional recommendation of not being activedge g military
duties because of a slight wound.

There reports of the initial proceedings in Quebec raise mastions, and open a wide
field for speculation.

There is, for example, the matter of constitutional procedure. At the time, the office of
Provincial GrandVaster did not exist wer the IrisiConstitution, while utker the English
( Modern) Constitution appointment to the office was a recognised prerogative of the Grand
Master. so firmly was this prerogative established that when, in thepearbyf the
nineteenth century, the Irish Craft decidgon the appointment of such officers abroad, the
Duke of Leinger, then Grand Bster, took a lot giersuading befe he would comst to
what he considered an encroachment on the prerogative of the Ggeldf England.
From the Englisipoint of view the kection of Lieitenant Guinnett &s irregular d, in fact,
it has never been officially recognisedthg Grand Lodge of England. The terms of the
Minute indicate that the irregularity of the proceedings fully recognised ke
participants. Thease of the expressi Acting Grand Mater in Gawlers account clegr
indicates that the election was but a temporary expedient pending the meTuoé a

proper Sanction.

Freemasonry has alwapeen a conservative institution, and one cannot fail to be impressed
by the desire often displayed byr early brethren to abide tye Constitutions. Even when
they exceeded their powers or trespassed upon the gtireesgof their rulers. it was never
done without premeditation. The welfare of the Craft was alwaysithargrconsideration,
and when that wasvolved disciplingy action vas rarelytaken. In thigparticular cas, it is
difficult to see what disciplinary action could have been taken, if it had eeen be
contemplated, for only the Lodge in the 28th iRemt was under the control of the Grand
Lodge of England. The Granadlge of Ireland was little interested, for it was common
practice for regimental lodges holding Irish Watsato place themselves under the aegis of
an existing Provincial Grand Lodge when on service dway home. So long as their ritual
and practices were not interfered with, this was completely saisfaotherwise there was
trouble.



It may be noted that the Minute does not state from which of the twal Gtasters the

sanction was to be obtained. the application was, in fact, made to the Grand Master of the
Moderns, and this raises the next question:-- Why should five irish lodges, who were much

more closely allied to theAncients than to the Moderns agree to make application to the
Moderns for the proper sanction. This is even more strange when it is known that some of

these Lodges had actually heepresented at a meeting in Halifax, a few months earlier,

where the briiren had reently transfered their alegiance fromthe St. dhns Grand Lode

of Boston (Moderns) to the Ancient Grand Lodge of England.

The answer to this question, it is submitted, is that there must have been a dominant
personality behind the scenes who was able to bring influencertaogmeathe decisions
taken. Itis believed that his individual was none other than Thomas DuncRéftele the
evidence upon wbh this convictions based is meagyrit has receivkacceptancai
research circles. Dunckerley, as is well knowrs ore of the most active and brilliant
Masons in England. His Masonic career is capably ptedgén the Life written by Henry
Sadler. Duckerley was not even present at the meétimgpe had been serving in the Fleet
as Gunner -- a rank equivalent to the modern Quartermaster -- on board H.M&rdang
and it has now been definitely established that he had undertaken to presesd thetba
Quebec brethren to the Grand Master of England.

This episode in Dunckerleylife is indicative of the integrity of his character, and thg ver

strong attachment exhibited throughout his life to the Craft. The Vanguard reachetiEngla
early in Janary 1760, ad during the shotime that Dunckéey was in Egland his time

must have been fully occupied in the supervision of the refitting of his ship which was under
orders to return to Quebec with the least possible delay. Shfiethhis arrival in England

his mother died, and he learned that he was a natural son of King Geddgspite the

claims imposed by his naval duties and his pressing personal affairs he hes®fthend

time to discharge his obligation he owed to the Quebec brethren and present their case to the
Grand Lodge. Bro. J.H. Lepper has obedrthat Dunckerley at this period was a poor man,

and that unless he had known that Masons of good will were waiting to receive the document
which would give them aproper sanctionhe would not have gone to the trouble and

expense of obtaingnit.

When Dunckerley came back to Quebec with the BritisetHee was not only the Master of

a Lodge estblished on boarthe Vanguardyut he also caed a Warrant, or gial Patent,
empowering him to look into Craft matters wheresoever he might go.s inwatue of that
special authority that on St. JokrDay in Summer, 1760, he installed Colonel Simon Fraser,
as successor to Lieutenant Guinnett as Provincial Grand Master of Canada. This act has
always been acknowledged tne Grand Lodge of England as being completjylar.

In the light of Dunckerley later Masonic career, his strong attachment toMuwelerns and
his contempt for the pretensions of tencients this installation must have given him great
satisfaction for it firmly established th&loderns in Quebec. TheAncients had been
jockeyed (a word used by Dunckerlay similar circumstances a few years later) out of a
favourable position.



The Minutes of this first meeting also record that Lieutenant Guinnett wamstdijed and

that he appointed Captain Thomas Augustus Span of the 28th Regiment as his Deputy, and
that he also appointed Bros. Huntingford and Miles Prentice as Grand Wardens with Bro.
Paxton as Scrdary.

Captain Span was a son of Richard Span of a well known Co. Langford ¢aomtywhich

the late LordPlunket, Archbishm of Dublin, was dgcended). He vggosted as an Ensign
February 1740-1, and Captain August 28th, 1753. He was woundedrie operations
before Quebec. In 1762 he served at Havana witlatikeaf Major in the 95th Regiment.
He was a member of Lodge No. 36.] held in the 28th Regiment. He died circa 1768.

Colonel Edward Huntingford was the Commanding Officer of the 28th Regiment, and the
grantee of th®&oston Warrant, dl 1, Louisburgheld in the Regient.

Miles Prentice was, | believe, an Irishman. He wagrsg with the 43rd Regiment, was

Warden of the Lodge in the 17th Regiment in 1758 when the Aasyat Louisburg, and

appears in a return made by the Lo@g1759. This Lodge in the 17th Regiment granted a
dispensation to its brethren serving in the 43rd Regiment, and these brethren were present or
were represented at the initial meeting held in Quebec. The grahtiigpensations by

military lodges pending a proper Warrant being ioleth from the Old Country was not an
uncommon practice.

Beyond these few names we have nonmeof the Brethren who attended the meeting, but
there were many Masons of prominence in Wslfermy, and it would seem inevitable that
they took part in the proceedings. Among these @Wetenel Richard Gridley, Grand Senior
Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Boston, of which his brother, Jenexayhe
Provincial Grandaster; Captain Rat Ross, a membef the Lodgen the 48th Reginrg,
who became Grand Secretary of ther@raodge of Ireland in 1786, and who seras

Grand Warden of that Grand Body from 1787 to 1789; Colonel John Young, Commanding
the 60th Regiment (Royal Americans), who then held office of Dé&prated Master of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland to which he had been elected in 1736, and who incefé&@dra
Patent from the @Gnd Lodge bScotland appoimntig him Provincial @Gnd Master ovealll

the Scottish Loges in AmericaCaptain John Knox, whesJournal of the Campms in
North America is so informative, was doubtless also present. He was a member of the
Craft, and as he was serving in the 43rd Regiment in all probabilitysheithar a member
of the LodgeNo. 136 I.C., irthe 17th Regimenor the Lodg in his own Reginr held in
virtue of a Dispensation issued by Lodge No. 136.

Wherever the Highlanders went, their popular padre the Reverend Robert MacPladlesbn, ¢
Caipal Mor by the men because of his large stature, was also twbe.f It is believed he

was made a Mason in Scotland, and it would seem inevitable that he must also have been

present to invoke a blessing from the G.A.O.T.U. upon the proceedings. He was a member

of Select Lodge, carried without a number on the Roll of the Provincial Gratgelof

Quebec, in 1761.



While these officers naturally attract attention because of their promingtahe fact
remains that the regimental lodges derived their support from the rank and file.
Unfortunately, as Bro. Leppéas pointed out, the story of these sergeants, corporals and
privates is almost as completely blank as are the pages o§istenswhich should record
their names. It is true that from time to time military lodges madeianr® their Grand
Lodge, but they were nessarily made at very @gular intervals. In the case of the Grand
Lodge of Ireland, when Alexander Seton, thar@rSecretary, was dismissed from his office
shortly after the turn of the centuhe took with him all the official records, for he dared not
allow them to remain in the archives as evidence of his misconduct. These records have
never been recovered.

However, we know a great deal about some of the humble Masons. there weanfaee
Sergeant Jon Gawler ofthe Royal Artllery who is krown to have ben a memberfd.odge

No. 11, P.G.L. Quebec, held in the Regiment. He returned to England in 1764, aaitethere
acted as unoffial representave of the Quebzbrethren in Ergnd. It is fron his
correspondence with his old friend James Thompson, and with the Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of England that much of the histufrthese early days fideen reconstructed.
the close friendship between Gawler and Thompson is indicated by tthieatathompsors
eldest son was christeneghmes Gawler.

Sergeant Wliam Paxon of the #th Regimehwas Secretry of the Prouncial GrandLodge
from 1759 to 1762 wén he returned t&ngland with his Rgment. He is showas a
member of Lodge No. 192 I.C., held in the 47th Regiment in 1761.

Miles Prentice, to whom | have already magference, was the Provost marshal of Welfe
Army, and was commissioned a Lieutenant on the field upon his appointment. When Peace
finally came, he achieved the ambition of ev@rifish soldier and became a tavern-keeper,
opening the Sun Tavern at Quebec. In 1775 he bought the old preplenyhich Le Chien

d Or is associated which stood on the site of the present Quebec Post Office. The stone on
which is carvedhe golden dogrgawing a bone isow to be seen in tHacade of the R

Office. He named his new possessibreemasondHall and the Grand Lodge and some of
the local Lodges held feasts and meetings there. When the 43mkRelgft Quebec, Miles
Prentice helped,believe, tdorm a civilian lode for the inhlaitants of the town ich, in

the course of time, was renamed St. Patitlodge, and of which he was Worshipful Master

in 1766. In 1775, when Montgomery and Arnold &galcQuebec, Miles Prentice assumed

his old job as Provost marshal, and although many historians write that Montgoboaty

was identified by his widow, | have ample evidet@prove that he was very much alive

many years afteghat exciting period.

There was also Saunders Simpson, of Frastighlanders, a cousin of James Thompson,

who established SimpsanCoffee House in Quebec, which was also a meeting place for the
Quebec Lodgs. It was hislmrming daugier -- Mary with whom Horatio MlIson fell in

love in 1782 when he was serving as Commanding Officer of H.M.S. Albemarle. Had he not
been dissuaded lbys friend Davidso from leaving tB Navy andnarryingthe girl, Briti$

history might well have run a different course.



But the Mason to whom [ think we are most indebted was James Thompson. He was born at
Tain, a small town in Scotland, and was made a Mason there. This is his own statement, and
up to the presentntie | have beeunable to obtainerification fran the existing Ldges in
that District. When Frasex Highlanders were formed, he applied for a commission, but as
the estabshment wa already comgte, he volateered to erve as a Sergat at a shiing a
day. he foght at Louisbrg, where hisausin, Captain Anéw Balillie, was Kled by his
side. He was with his Regiment in the gallant charge which took the Highlanders to the very
walls of the City of Quebec.If the French gave themselves up quietithompson wrote,

they had no harm done to them, but faith! if they tried to outtdeilandmon they stood
but a bad chance, for Whash! went the broadswodter the Battle of the Plains of
Abraham, he was placed in charge of the wounded and some idea ofsialdinyild may
be gathereddm his Memoirs in wich he wrote thatdcoming impatiet at the slowness
with which the wounded were being moved, he alone carried a man up the bank of the rive
at Levis and did not set him down until he reached the Hospital. He grumbled that the feat
ruined hisred coat. Wkn the lades of the Uraline Conwent knitted long woolen stockngs
for the Highlanders to wear in the winter of 1759-60 Thompson stuck to his kilt, and one may
conclude that any weakling who dared to wieam would be beneath his contempt. For at
least twelve years if not seventeen James Thompson was Grand SefitbeRrovincial
Grand Lodge, and he must have been a pillar of streaghe Provincial Grand Master, the

Hon. John Collins, justsehe was the primeaxer in his own bdge, the origal St.
Andrew s Lodge, warranted by Colonel Simondena of which he was a Charter member.
Thirteen terms as Master, six terms as Senior Warden, one term as Junior Warden and eight
terms as Secretais a reord of service ta Lodge whih would be diffialt to surpass.

James Thompson was employed in the Engin&apartment at Quebec from 1761 to 1772
as Clerk of Works, when, on the recommendation of General Jones, then commanding the
northern district of North America, he was appointed Overseer of Works on the staff of the
Garrison by General Haldimand the Commander-in-Chrefl779 he was in receipt of four
shillings and eightpence per day, Ar@yrrency, which in a Petition to H.R.H. the Duke of
Kent for some further allowance Thompson said was by no means &dfeube support of

a wife, four bog and two girls. Heetired from thioffice in 1828, fer sixty-our years

service, not because of old age, he claimed (he was then 96), but luéGausgury he
sustained during the Siege in 1775. In 1827, the foundation stone of the Wolfe and
Montcalm Monument &s laid with Masonibonours, and Jamefsdmpson, as the only
survivor of the two armies commanded by the generals whose rasrae thus
commemorated, participated in them. But the sands of time were fast running our, and he
passed peaadfy awayon August 25th, 1&B at the age &7 years. I8 courage, intgity

and intelligene had won for himrmaployment, hoour and trust anidl can be truthfull said

of James Thompson that he lived respected during the whole of his long and useful life, and
died regretted.

| have often thought that the Masons of Quebec should preserve the noéthaywseful
citizen and zealous Mason by striking a medal for bestowal on Masons who have emulated
his zeal for the wtare of the Crh.



From a biographical sketch on one of these €augbec masons which | have taken from the
Minutes of St. Andrews Lodge, we learn something of their characiére Minutes reads:--

In this last trilite of our dutyo our deceasdatother the Socig made a masespectable
appearancend, it may bead, that in this sotan ceremonyhis Corps had theepatest
Masonick honoursrown in this Provinceince the Conquestaving for PalBearers, Six
Royal Arch Masons in their Regalia.

In his character he was possessed of a mind superiorttorgnthat appeared to him mean

and little. Generous almost to profusion, happy and facetious with his friends, with an
extraordinaryivacity, True to his Trust, Patual in his Payents, Just in his Traagtions,

of great Humanity. With all these accomplishments, he had his foibles. His Passions were
naturally varm & quick at tims, but tempered péy, by reason, and theepsuasions of his
friends. Too fond of his friends and his Bottle, he ruined a Constitution which in its original
texture seemed formed to last much longer than 47 years.

As one reads theages of historupon which the evis of this first wirgr are recomet, it is
pleasing to findhat the practicef Masonry bought some coofation and relaxen to

these poor commomlsliers. Their lotvas indeed a héiione. The werd! iclad. Their

rations were reduced to permit food to be distributed to the starving civilian population, and
it is to their credithat they amepted the cut irheir rations willigly. Most ofthem had to

find shelter where best they could.

The military situation, too, was deteriorating. Eaml\January, the enemy showed signs of
activity, and the posts and blockhouses which had been established on the outskirts of the
City were kept fully manned. A number afds were made on enemy posts with wvayy
success, and the British posts, in their turn, were attacked, but it was not until April that the
enemys movements became seriously alarming. A considerabkeHartoccupied the

woods borderingn the Plains of Alaham, and Ger&rMurray ecided to give #&m battle
before they could establish themselves. If Muwas justified in taking this risk in view of

the condition of his troops for besides casualties, a thousand men had died of scurvy and two
thousand were totally unfit for duty from the saraese, his decision was unpopular with the
troops. One eye-witness describes the forces whichhethaut to battle as poor, pitiful
handful of half-starved scorbutic skeletons, many of whom had laidtaeiarutches for

the occasion.

The British made a spirited advance, but were unable to withstand a counter-attack, and
before resems could be brolng up, the line hadigen way, ad Murray vas compelled to

order his troops to retire, the engagement costing a thousand men killed and wounded -- one-
third of the force engaged.

After Murray s unsuccessful sortie, the enemy brought up artéledybombarded the town
day and night until the 9th of May, when with tmeval of the British Fleet, the siege was
lifted.



Despite their trials and difficulties, the Masons did not forget their duty to their neighbours.
When they addressed their memorial to the Grand Master of Englagshgpfor a Warrant

for their Provin@al Grand Masterthey encleed Twenty Bunds as a small tokef their

respect. This was not an inconsiderable sum in those days, baptiiegized for not

enlarging it apresent havingad frequent omptunities of exteridg our Charitale

Collections not only to distressed Brethren and poor Widows of brethren who have fallen on
the field of battle, but even to relieve the distresses and miseries of some hundreds of poor
miserable Canadians during the course of a long and severe winter.

Such a simple statement cannot fail to arouse feelings of great affection in gi@baey
manwhose nind is well constituted for these sldier Masons of Wolfe s galant Army.

We have no record of any further meeting ofRhavincial Grand Lodge until June of 1760,

nor have we any record of ameetings of the private Lodges, but there can be no doubt that
the Regimental Lodge chests were frequenigned, the V.S.L., the Warrant, regalia and
working tools takn therefrom ahthe Lodge pened. It mabe safely ssumed that the same
conditions prevailed in the winter of 1759-60 as those that prevailed in the previous year of
which Captain Knox recordsvhen the calendar does not furnish us with a loyal excuse for
assembling in the evening, we have recourse to a Freemasdgs where we work so hard
that it is inconceivable to think what a quantity of business of great importance is transacted
in a very short space of time.

The Provincial Grand Lodge formed in Quebec in 1759 becamech more important body
than has been generally renad. Graham lists about thirty Lodges on its Roll, but a recent
reconstruction shows no less than fifty-eight Lexignder its obedience. The territory over
which it exercised Masonic jurisdiction was also very extensive. One kaaigestablished

at FrederictonN.B., one or twas far West as Dweit and anothertd/ergennes in ¥rmont.
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