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THE subject of my paper is téemasons' Loég among French Prisoners chiV and
although of somwhat restricted scopedaarea, it is one of comrable interest.

From the year 1740 to 1815 Greait&#n and France were almost constantly at war with one
another. Th conflict rged in Euope, Afa, Africa and Ameaca, the wttory n most case

remaining with the Btish. In conequence of these suceess large number pfisoners fell

into the hands of the British commanders, who shipped them over in detachments to England,
where they were treated more or less harshly as prisoners of war.

Many of these unfortunat@en arrived in Englandh 1746, 1756, 1759w 1779.In 1759 no less
than 11,000 were imprisoned at Knowle, near Bristol, where they suffered much from want of
food and clothing. But by far the greater number came over during the Revoluteua pf

1797 to 1814, for it isomputed that between 1803 dhd signingdf the Treaty of &is, in

May, 1814, upwards of 122,000elRch soldiers and sailors were sent over to England.
According to Sir Archibald Alison, the historian, thekch Government never remitted one
farthingfor the maitenance of tls host dprisones, but lef them eithefto stave or bea

burden on the British Government, which, on the contrary, regutariitted the whole cost of

the support of the English captives in France to the imperial authorities.”

Of this vast host of prisoners, about 17,000 were either exchanged for Englishmen of
correspoding rark, who wee prisones in Fance, or wre invalded home ; car 10,000 ed
during their captivity ; several hundreds of the commissioned officers, includimgr&s and
others of highrank, broke their parole drescaped from the countiyut the vast majiy



remained in captivity until Napoleon's exile to Elba, in 1814, gave temporary peace to Europe.
It is stated that between April 11th, 1814, and August 27th of the same year, no less than 67,000
of the French prisoners werergdoack to thei native land by the English thorities.

The comman solders and salors were mastly confined on bard huks at the saports, or in huge
barracks, situate in different parts of the country, in some cases, as at Perth, Plymouth,
Dartmoor, Norman Cross and Chatham, especially erected for the purpose. There were frequent
organised attempts at escape, much gambling and quarrelling amongst themselves, and the
conditions of their captity were necessarilyarsh and unpleasanto Mfficers were coiried in

these barracks, excepich as had attempted to escapdooother causes hadrfeited their

privilege of " parole."

The vast majority of the officers, and those civilians who were entitled to rank as gentlemen,
were allowed to reside in certain specified towns " on parole,” within strictly assigned limits and
on certain conditions. They were sent chiefly to the smaller provincial towns, not more than Zoo
being alleved in anyone place. have comped a list ofabout 100 tens in Entand, Wales

and Scotland where, at one time or another, French prisoners were permitted to reside. The
general conditions of their detention were probably made as little irksome as possible, and a
great deabf consi@ration washown tlem in manyways Most ofthe prisorrs "m parole”

lodged in the houses of the townspeople, a weekly sum of 10/6 being paid for each prisoner by
the British G@vernment.

As many of the officers belonged to wealthynilies, considerable sums of money were sent
periodically from France, so that they were enabled, in many cases, to procuil@rgyery
necessarfor their confort, andeven forthe enjoynent of life It is aserted that the Fench
officers in Ashbourne spent in the town not less than 30,000 Pounds adyeag“the
continuance of the war.

Whilst a considerable measure of liberty was allowed to officers " on paroleéneynot
permitted, without special authority, to extend their walks more than one mile in any direction
from the centre of the town. At nine o'clock in the evening in summer, and earlier in winter, a
bell was rung, ahif any offcer was absent fromshquarters at that hguor whose wheabouts
was not known, he was fidea guinea, which was given toe person who had infmed against
him.

In many cases the French officers, beman of rank and education, were esteemed by the
townspeple for thei polite andagreeable anners, ahwere recerd in all pullt assemivs
with high consideation and a cateous wkome.

One officer of high rank passed most of his captivity as an honouest @f the Duke of
Devonshire, at Chatsworth House, Desiiye, and on subsequently visiting the Duke after the
conclusion of the war, is said to have declared that the happiest period of his life was when he
was a prisoner "on parole" in England.



The little town of Ashbourne, in Derbyshire, owing to its central position and its distance from
the coast, was saled by the Government as thiage of residece for some of theimost
important prisoners, among whom were GeneraleBdajeau and Rochambeau. Lord
Macartney, and others dfi¢ local nobiity and gentry, entertainedeim generously at all tinsg

in an earnest ateavour to relieve themonotony and tedium oheir lives.

There are manystance®n record \were thesefficers were treated nre as frieds than as
prisoners; the fact that many remained in England after peace was declared is well known, and
proves that, in@me cases at least, their caipyi had keen neither severe naenpleasant.

From the year 1732, when the first militdogge was constituted in the 1st Regt. of Foot-now
the Royal Scotby the Gand Lodg of Ireland, Feemasonryds been increasingpopular in

the British Army. B the year 1790 ovds0 lodges had been cditated in varioufRegiments
by the Gand Lodgs of the United ikgdom, and althoug at the present time, ortlyo remain
on the Enlsh roll, the propdion of miitary masons istill very larce.

Freemasonry seems to kabeen equally popular in the French Armigthdugh the first military
lodge in Fance wasmly corstituted in1759, bythe yeall 787 no lesthan seantysix lodges
had been warranted by the Grand Orient of Frarce in various regiments of the French Army.

This popudrity d the Craftin the armiesf the two ations issurelynot surpising. The practice

of Freemasonryas foundo be a pleasd relaxatio from the ¢dious moatony ¢ military life.

It sened to break den manyatrtificial barriers,afforded rany an oportunityfor pleasat social
intercoure, and washe means ofofming an cementingnany frendships To militarylodges

is also de the wondédul spreacbf Freemasonrgver the wrld. Theyopened theilodges

wherever for the time being they were stationed, and when they were ordered to other quarters
they often left behind them some local members, whom they had admitted, as the nucleus of a
stationary lodge. Most of the old Colonial lodges, and many in the Nelarieingtates of

America, owe their stablishment to Brish Army lodges.

Freemasonry being thegceedingly popular in the French Arnityis not surprising that among

the thousands of French officers who were brought to England from time to time as prisoners of
war, there were a large number of freemasons, some of very high rank in the Craft. The
members of the Englistotiges generally seem to have ddimeir utmost to déviate the distres

of these French brethren; many old minute books record sums of naiadyfor their relief,

and upon one occasion the Grand Lodge of England voted a substantial amount for the benefit of
a French Naval Commander, a prisoner of war, "on paroleduatdeston.

Bro. Burnes, a magistrate and Master of a lodge at Montrose, took the respousit@liyving
some Frenchrisoners from té local gaol to his omwhouse, because thegre masons. This
brother was the father of Sir Alexander Burnes, the famous Asiatic traveller.



Lodge Edinburg St. Gles, in 179, evinceda genuinerad synpathetic irgrest in te Frenh
prisorers of war confined in Edinburgh Caste. One of its prominent members, Dr. Hy.
Cunningham, was, with other brethren, empowered by the Gradgelof Scotland to enquire
into the conditon of such as were fegnasons.

That the freemasons amaihg prisoners werreceived as \iters at masonic meetiagn

England, Scotland and Ireland minutes of lodges at Leicester, Winchester, Bandon, Selkirk,
Hawick, Melrose, Redruth, and other towns amply testify, and in ©&s®s there is no doubt
they became joinig members of these latlodges.

Thus in 1746 and 1747 nine French officers were admitted as joining members in the "Antient
Boyne" lodge, No. 84, Bandon.

The following entries appea in the minute book ofthe "Druids” Lodge, Reduth :- -
" March 18th, 1779.

" The following brethren, being prisoners of war, thisréng favoured us with a
visit. (Here follow seven names.)

" April 22nd, 1779 (a month later).

" This ezeningBro. Garnier, andthers, th sevenigitorsat the preius lode@,
being all Fench brotkrs, propsed theneves to Bcome members this lalge,
which was unanimously agreed to."

Similar instancs of "joining" can be found in the ecerds of many other lodges.

It is abundantlglear that the bond of masomrotherhood wasegerously ackowledged in all
towns where lodges were already established, and that the lot of the prisoners who were masons
was in consequence very considerably ameliorated.

But it often happened that prisoners were sent to small towns where no lodge was established,
and as it wa a rule wit the authaties to digribute the fficers d any paticular Fench
regimentamong diferent toms, there &s nevear sufficiem number bengingto any IFench
regimental lodge, to enable them to meet for work under their old banner.



For example: among the officers whorgd the Certificate of the Prisoners’ Lodgeaatdrk,
and whowere pobably tre founcers, wee memiers of the following Frenchlodges,viz. :- -

A lodge attached to the 4th Regt. of Lt. Infantry.
A lodge in the Iand of Elba.

A lodge at Mt. Didier (Dept. of the Somme).
A lodge attached to the 12h Regt. of Lt. Infantry.
A lodge at Calais.

A lodge at La Rochelle, and

A lodge at Versalilles.

Thus in oder to practe the ceremaes of the @aft, it was necessarthat etirely new lodgs
should be establisd by the prisners themselve®f these we can trace abdhitty, but tlere is
very litte doubt that manytiges were fowded of which no recoschave yetome to light.

Although entirelynew lod@s, in sora cases, ndoubt, theyadopted theames of theld lodges
with which sone of them had formery been as®ciated, suchas "Fiddity”, "Perfect Unity",
"Justice and Unity",Friendship"”, 'Benevolence", "United Heartahd "Sons of Mars and
Neptune". This last a very commoame for militay lodge's.

In other ases, hoever, the ames adopteby the pisonerslearlyindicate the &tred
conditionsunder whib they vere meetingForexample, thegesignted some ofheir new
lodges:-"Desred Reunion”, "Reunited Fiiends", "Reunion”, "Friends Reunited in Adversity”,
"Friends in Captivity, "Misfortune’, "The Unfortunate Ones" and "Dresl Peace."

Most of these lodges were established and worked without any warrant or authateyew,

and the cettif icates which have been preseved were dearly i ntended to be provisional only,
inasmuch as the ecipients weretherein required to attach hemsdves to some egula lodge

under the @nd Oriehof Fiance, as $m as circurstances wuld allow That this vas done,
several of the certificates testify by an endorsement thereon. In two instances, however, the
lodges are declared, in the certificates they issued, to be under the immediate authority and
protection of Lord Moira, the Acting Grand Maste. If in thesecases Lord Moira did indeed give
permission for the formation of the lodge, it may fairly be assumed, it would berottig
understading thathone but FEench prisners shald be admigd memberderein, andsfar as

is known, no Englishman was ever received into those two lodgethdr cases, however,
exceptions werenade - thus, Benj. PlummeP.S.G.W., of the "Antients" Grand Lodge, was a
joining member of th prisones’ lodjes at Whcanton and\bergvenny His adnssion vas
probably due to assistance rendered by him in the formation and furnishing of those lodges, he
being a marhant, dealig in masaic parapheralia amongther gods. Hay Cmper, cabine
maker and joier, an Enigshman, vas initiatedn the lodg at Wincardn; while Tlomas

Richards and tenthers were adntiéd members of thiodge at Abergavenny. These two lodges,
as far ass knownwere exceptins to theule.



The earliest lodges of French prisoners in England, of which we hawegmygance, were
those at Basingstoke in 1756, Petersfield in 1758, and at Leeds in 1759-63, but of these we know
nothingbeyondhe bare factfdheir exisence.

Followingthese, there wereotge "kdelite,” in Belin, in 1758 ; "Rrfaite Union,'in
Magdeburg, in 1761; and a lodge working at York in 1762 under a warrant grarted@®sand
Lodge of All England, whose hreadquarters were in that city.

But it wasduring he latter gars of thgreat stuggke with Napéeon, and ta victores then
achieved by the British arms, that most prisoners were taken and sent to England, and
consequently more lodges established.

The existence of the following lodges among the prisoners during this period have been traced,
viz. :

Des Amis Reunis, Plymouth, 1809.

Coeurs Unis, Wantage, 1810 or earlier.

La Bonne Union, Northampton, 1810 or earlier.
De 1'amitie, Leek, 1810.

La Paix Desiree, Wincanton, 1810.

Vrais Amis de I'Ordre shby-de-lazouch, 1810-11
Des Amis Reunis, Ashburton, 1818-

Reunion Desiree, Leek, 1811.

Enfants de Mars, Tiverton, 1811 or earlier.
Enfants de Mars et de Neptune, Odiham, 1811.
Les Amis en Captivite, Malta, 1812-20.

La Paix Desiree, Sanquhar, 1812-13.

Amis Reunis dans 1'adversitgrark, 1812.

La Bienfaisance, Melrose, 1813.

L'infortune, Valleyield, 1813.

Des Infortunes, Vittoria, 1813.

--------------- Selkirk, 1813-14.

Enfants de Mars et de Neptune Abergavenny, 1813-
De la justice et de I'Union, Ashale-la-Zouch, 1814.
Reunion, Dartmoor, 1814.

Many of these lodges probahiyprked eight to ten years, but we have no definite knowledge on
the point, as their recordsare rot forthcoming.

It mayfairly be assumed think that the majaty of the pri®ners wheestabliskd these lages
were taken durig the naval engagements ireti/est Indies and elsewtgefrom 1794 onwards,
and in the Peninsular War of 1807-14.

| desire especially to refer to the following lodges, as | am able to exhibit some certificates, &c.,
which were issuedytthem.



l. ENFANTS DE MARS ET DE NEPTUNE, ABERGAVENNY.

Several relics of this lodge have been preserved, among which are four certificates, three of
which | am able to exhibit ; a set of collars, blue, with broad silver lace, which were worn by the
officers; together with a number of swords, used in the Rose Croix Chapter, also established by
them in Alergaveany-both collas and swals beinghow in the pssessn of the Philanthopic™

Lodge, No. 818, of Abergavenny.

Of the certificates preserved, two were issued to Bro. Thomas Richards, who was a joining
member of th lodge.tlis belieed that altogther ten oeleven Enlgshmen vere receigd as
members of this lodge, and it is quite impossible to give any reason for their admission.

The Craft document is of parchment, beautifully executed by hand, with seal complete, and
signed by fourteen officers of the lodge, the famous Des&rBifly being Master or

"Venerable." It was this brother who establishedran€e, in 1804, the Supreme Council of
Sov. Gd. Inspectorsdheral of the 33rd and last degree of the A. and A.S. Rite, of which he
became Sov. Gd. Commander. He was a prisoner in England from about 1809 to 1814.

This certificate gigs us an idea of the sinf these lodge&r Richards waslo. 45 on the roll,
and, bein@n Englieman, his agificate was made outiboth Fench and Endigh, whch was
not the case when prepared for a prisoner.

The second Abergavenny certificate exhibited is the Rose Croix certificate of the same brother,
Thomas Richards, who received the degrees in this chapter. He was No. 39 on the roll, and
probablythe last mendr receivd, inasmuclas withinforty days he Treatyof Peace was

signed at Paris, and the prisoners were at liberty to return to their native land.

The remaining Abergavenny certificate was grantedasp@rd Laudy, on beingstalled in the
Rose Croix de@e. The recipient being a goner, the documenteéstirely in FFench, and is
iIssued under the direct authority of De Grasse Tilly, to whbavé already referred. Gaspard
Laudy on his return toriance, affiliated with arénch lodge, his cticate being endoesl to
that effectThis is a poof that hese progional cetificates vere recogised bythe Fench
masonic authoties.

It is interestingo know thathe Engsh membes of thisPrisones' Lodge subequentlyfounded
a lodge, No. 658, which, however, was erased in 1828.

Il. DES AMIS REUNIS, ASBBURTON.

Very little is known of the gsoners' lodge established img Devonshire town exge what we

gather from a parchment certificate, now exhibited, granted to a Brother Paul Carcenac, a fellow
craft, in a lodge designated " Des Amis Reunlswas probably issued between 1810 and 1814,
and as the recipient was therein obligated to affiliate with a lodge under the authority of the



Grand Q@ient of Fance immedialy onhis arrial in that coatry, it is quite pssible b was
returning either as an invalid or in exchange for an English prisoner of equal rank. The
certificate, althoughosnewhat faded and veirydifferent in executionsicomplete with
signatures angeal.

Ill. ASHBY-DE -LA-ZOUCH.

More is known othe prisonerdives, and their ldges, in thismall Leicestefsire town than in

any other place in which they resided. Prisoners were stationed there from 1804 to 1814, the
earliest arrivals belonging to the defeated army of General Rochambeau. They were about 200
in number, ad seem atffst to hae enjoyd a fair measre of libety, which, howeer, was

curtailed insome caseafter unsacessful aempts at espe.

Duels, sme fatal, wre of not usommon occuence, and #hgravetones omany who died
can still be sen in the gaveyard of the pash chuch. Detailof ten wedihgs betveen Fench
officers and residés in Ashbyalso appear in the church istgr. Manytraditions of their
residence in the town still survive, as the large sums of money receitteel frysoners from
time to time bought nuch prosprity  the towngeople.

During their ten years' rigence in Ashby, the French prisonessablished two lodges and a
Rose Croi Chapter. @e of the loges waslesignged " LogeFrancaise des Vrais Amis de
I'Ordre, and there is a tradition that its constitution was celebrated by a ball, to which many of
the inhabitants were iited, the hosts presting white kid pves to each of the laati present.

Several interesting relics of this lodge are still preserved. They consist oéttificates-Craft
and Ros Crix, a MS. "Repat,"” portion of a French MS. ritual, three lodge pedestds, a canopy,
and a tracing cloth.

The "Report" was prepared by a Committee appointed to enquire into the character, conduct and
gualifications of a candidate prior to his admission ; a kind of "tongue of good report.” The
certificates were issued in 1810 and 1871 to Louis Jean, 2nd Lieutenant of the 11th half brigade
of Light Ifantry, from whe granslon, a wdtman at one tne in my enploy,they andther

interesting documents were obtained. They are wholly written in French, and contain many
signatues, togther with he seal anda@mp of the Idge.



The histoy of this Lauis Jean isull of interest. The soof a landednoprietor he was ban at

Rouen in 1768. In793 he joined the armtpok part in the campaig against the Ralists in

the Depts. of the Cotei Nord and & Vendee, also in the Netlards. He wasubsequently
attached to the armeist by Napoleom 1802 to put down ansarrection in thesland of St.
Domingo. The expedition was a failure, and the remnant of the defeated army was captured by
the British fleet while on its way back to France. Jean and others were sent tarAE804,

where mosof them rerained for ta years Jean'siealth failedso that,n 1811, he as

permitted to return to France as unfit for further military service. Hawengied an Ashby

woman, he returned to rds there at the termination oktlwar, but was sedback again in

France, where he died in 1833.

The second lodge established by the prisoners in Ashbydesignatedk la justice et d L'

Union;" and is believed to hawbeen composed principatif those who were tak prisoners at

the surreder of the Banish fotress ®Pampelunan 1813. Ty are aid to hae broughmuch
money with themconcealed in the soles bkir boots, and in the calls and cuffs of #ir

coatspart of the vast treasure carried away after their disastrous defeat at Vittoria some months
previously. The only edence of the existence of this lodge is contained in an endorsement on
the back of a Fre certificate, issued irB12, by the membeiof a Frech military lodg held

in Vitt oria. The translation of the end@semen runs ttus :- -

" Seen 6r affiliaon in the W LodyeJusticeandUnity, the 1st day of the 2nd

month of the Trueight, 5814, and hasorked with all posible zeal up to this
day. Orient bAshbyde-la-Huch, the 3rd dagf the 4th month of the TeuLight
5814."

Before their return to France d the pea® of 1814, the Ashby prsoneas dispsed d their lodge

furniture, &c., to sme English bretlen, who contemplated establing a lodg at Repton, in
Derbyshire, the warrant for which, No. 690 (now 353) , wastgd in 1817. This lodge now

meets at Winshill, Burto-on-Trent, and the furture, which comsists of three offices’ pedestals,

a dome-like canopy for the Master's chair, and a tracing cloth, is much prized by the members on
account of its very interesig associations.

IV." DES AMIS REUNIS," PLYMOUTH.

Although there are mamreferences to the prisers in locally printed ewspapers and books,
there is no tradition of a lodge having been held among the French prisoners detained there.
However, on the back of a certificate issued in the Island of St. Domingo is an endorsement
which notifies the fact. This cetifi catewas grantedto Frarcois Lesamda in 1797 Ly the Lodge

" Reunion Desire," established at Port au Prince by thed3rient of France in 1783.



It was quite ugal at that time to recordsits on the back of admher's certi€ate. In this
instance four viss are recorded ; at the Made St. Nicolas in 1798t Port de Paix in thasme
year, atNew Orleans in B01, ard at Plymauth in 1809. Tte last ;e may thus be tanslaed :- -

" Inspected at the Loeégof * Reunited Friends,' held at the Mill Prison nidyth,
the 4th day of the 4th month of the year of the True Light, 5809.

BROUSSE, Ven.
LE MAIRE, Sec."

It is well known that a large number of prisoners were confined in the Millbay PrisamuRly,
early in the last ceary. Thisprison was built ggcially for the prpose upon land exgssly
given ly the Pince of Waés, aftenards Geme IV., as owneof the Dehy of lancaster. tiwas
a very larg building, for atitnes 8,000 to 10,000ese imprisoned therde. was subsequent!
occupied as milary barracks.

Of the other prisoners' lodges to which reference has been made, there is absolutely no
information wherethey were held, but irhis instance the is no doubt of theaict, and it is a

matter for surprise, that under the strict rules of prison life the authorities allowed a lodge to be
held in the prison bthe men committed to their chargAgain, it vas the rule for all well-

behaved officers to be allowed " on parole,” so that we are almost forced to the conclusion,
either that this prison lodge was held among the private soldiers, or was composed of officers
who for attempted escape or other infringement of the conditions of their parole, were being
confined in the prison.

V. LODGE "DES INFORTUNES," VITTORIA.

| have included this lodge in my list because the town of Vittoria was at this time in possession
of the British forces. By its capture in June, 1813, the French cause in Spain received a very
severe blow, a large nurabof prisoners and macvaluable war matél falling to thevictors.

Some of the prisoners, who were masons, established a lodge there in Nov., 1813, under the
appropria title of ‘Des Inbrtunes, the Maser of whid was lamarque, a faous Fench
General.



The certificate, now exhibited, issued by the lodge is a very curious document, and as a very
good exanple d theseprovisional cetific ates | givethe following translaion :- -

TO THE GLORY OF THE GREAT ARCHITECT OF THE
UNIVERSE.

TO ALL REGULAR MASONSUNITY, STRENGTH,
GREETING.

We, Worshipful Master, Sovereign PreeRose Croix and Mast&asons,

whose rames are swsaibed below, taken prisoners of war by the English Army,
having previouslyacknowledged one another by the Signs, Words aipg G
known only to Masons, and whose degreeg leen severally proved both by
the usual examination, and by mutual working on the Rough Ashlar in different
lodgeshavinga desire toidseminag the True ight, hae united to exct a new
Temple at Vittoria, for the @.0.T.U., under the name of "Thenfbrtunate

Ones." Because by force of circumstances our Diplomas and Masonic Vouchers
have fllen into the hands of stanges, we have deéermined in regular Lodge
assenbled, andwith the agprobaion of the G.O. of France whomwe have

petitioned for aconstitution, tlat a certifiate shall be sup@d, duly signed by us,
and the Ne Varietur of the Master Mason to whom it may be delivered.

We therefore declare upon our word as Masons . . . . that our very dear Bro. Jno.
Jos. Palis, aged 52, auciled in Pars, Superintenderdf Military Hospitals, is a
Master Mason . . . . that the said Brother is one of the founders of this worshipful
lodge, and has earned, by his good qualities and masonic zeal, the honour of
being appointed Master of the Ceremonies therein.

The present Certificate is delivered to Bro. Palis to replace the Diplomas and Masonic Vouchers
that he has lost, and deserves from all regular Masons throughout the world, recognition,
assistance and frarnal welcomeas is customary amongst us.

How long his lodge contined to hold its meetirsgat Vittoria, or of bw many memberis
consisted, are details about which it is now quite impossible to obtain any information. The
Peace of Mayl814, however, wouldertainly disslve the lodge, ahenable the members to
return to their repective homes.

Much more might be said upon this subject. | have many details extracted from books and from
file s of old newgapes, giving inddents in the daly lif e of these mfortunate men but enowh

has been said, | tik, to indicate how much afterest there is in théusly, everfrom a masonic
point of view.

References to the prisoners occur, not only in many local histories, but at least two works of
fiction are bunded upo incidentonnected threwith. These aré&t. Ivespy Robt. louis
Stevenson, and/estcotedhy Sir A. Quiller Couch.






